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Trip report
Helen Jones, wife of EI International 
Director Paul Jones, writes to tell us 
about the trip they undertook with 

Richard and Pam McGowan this year.

Early in 2019, Richard, Director of EI 
Canada, invited Paul and myself (Helen) 
to join him and his wife, Pam on a visit to 
three of EI’s projects in Africa. Between 
August 18 and September 6, 2019, we 
travelled from Canada to Pader, Uganda, 
then Mwanza and Iringa in Tanzania - a 

trip that included 18 takeoff /landings, 6 
ferry trips and 50 hours in taxis.

What a privilege to have had the 
opportunity to visit these three EI 
projects! We read the weekly news, 
people’s blogs and letters and more…
but there is nothing like experiencing 
something for oneself.

Uganda
Our fi rst stop was Pader, Uganda. 
Following the Monday morning team 
devotions, each member of the team 
gave a synopsis of the project he or she 
is working on. With each explanation, 
their passion for what they are doing was 
obvious. Through the four days in Pader, 
we were able to visit these ministries with 
the team members and see this passion 
in action. 

Richard and Pam McGowan and Helen 
and Paul Jones (the outfi ts were a gift 
from the Uganda team, made by one 
of the team members’ wife in about 2 
day’s time! Impressive! Pads Project with Millie, Pader



Visiting the Girls’ Pads program with 
Milly was our first visit. The students 
had prepared a play to explain how life 
was before the project’s intervention. 
The reality of their experiences was 
very moving. Milly puts hours of work 
into preparing the supplies for the pads 
project; it was good to see the fruit of this 
labour in the girls’ testimonies.

Concy’s Good News clubs in primary 
schools are enthusiastically received. 
Ceasar travels many miles to show 
the Jesus show and invest in training 
in follow-up of new believers for the 
host churches. Walter is making a 
difference in the lives of Youth through 
the School Discipleship Clubs. The team 
has motivated a unique environment in 
Pader, a unity between 7 churches of 
different denominations who are working 
together to reach the youth in School 
Discipleship program. 

Our missionaries, Mike, Marianne and 
Elias Botting, love their team and work 
tirelessly to build these relationships 
between team, partners, communities.

Mwanza, Tanzania
The Mwanza, Tanzania project started 
5 years ago, entering into the life of their 
partner church at a most opportune time. 
The Tanzania Assemblies of God (TAG) 
church has a great history of sharing 
the Word and establishing churches. 
But they hadn’t had much interest in 
physical needs. EI entered the picture 
as the church began to understand the 
importance of ‘physical ministries’ in 
addition to the spiritual outreach. Today, 
the churches request interventions and 
EI comes alongside.

On the Mwanza team, Peter has 
been working with conservation 
agriculture, using an holistic manual 
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developed by Tim and Rachel Monger. 
Elisha is working alongside Joel in 
entrepreneurship. They have 5 groups 
with active loans on the Ukewere Island. 
Bhatendi is working with Rachel in 
beekeeping. Theopister and Laura are 
launching the girls’ “Nguvu na Hadhi” 
project. Emmanuel and Vicky are new 
team members working with Simon 
and Victoria Ewing on Kome Island in 
sanitation and health.

While Richard and Pam went to Ukewere 
Island with Joel and Elisha, Paul and I 
joined Simon, Victoria, Emmanuel and 
young Reuben Ewing travelling to Kome 
Island. Out of so many experiences 
shared those two days, two things were 
especially memorable. One EI team 
member, Gertrude, was finishing her 
contract with EI the day we were there. 
At the end of the Mamas’ group meeting, 

the ladies gathered around Gertrude, 
sharing gifts and praying for her… a clear 
testimony of the impact she has had on 
this group. The second very interesting 
visit was to a fishing village. This fishing 
village is on the edge of a forest reserve. 
Life for this village is very temporary, 
given they aren’t allowed to set down 
permanence in the reserve. So even 
using concrete for pit latrines needed 
special permission! The 5 TAG churches 
on Kome Island work closely together; 
their unity is a thing of beauty and a real 
testimony of life in Jesus.

We enjoyed time with our missionaries in 
Mwanza, the Mongers, the Ewings, the 
Newbys and Laura Kelly. These folk have 
lots of practice taking care of teams; 
our time was well planned for maximum 
learning. What a blessing seeing these 
special people in action as they live 
Jesus’ love.

Amisadai Monger, Mwanza, with 
Mama’s Group Beeswax products

Heading to Kome Isand with Ewings 
and Emmanuel

Fishing Village Church on Kome 
Island, Mwanza Mwanza team



Iringa, Tanzania
We moved on to Iringa, Tanzania just 
in time for the grand opening of the 
Lupembelwasenga Water Scheme. This 
scheme includes a solar pump, over 22 
kms of piping, 23 water collection points 
which supplies over 5000 people with 
a steady fl ow of clean water. During the 
speeches, the community members 
present were asked who had helped 
bring this project to pass. Almost every 
hand in the crowd went up!!

Speeches at Lupembelwasenga Water 
Scheme, Iringa

Isimani Water Scheme, Iringa

Barbeque with the Iringa team
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ALL WELCOME!

Iringa has a number of other water 
projects in process. Team member Ajery 
is ably overseeing the construction 
of water reservoir systems going into 
schools and eventually a health centre. 
Jesca and Ibrahim are working with 
the IMARIKA project. IMARIKA means 
“to strengthen community, church and 
environment.” One of the goals of the 
program is to strengthen communities to 
recognize their own resources and how 
to use them. Interventions include Village 
Community Banks, fuel effi  cient stoves, 
tree nurseries, conservation agriculture, 
making envelopes to sell and weaving 
baskets, also for sale.

Our fi nal night with the Iringa team, we 
all gathered around the barbeque at the 
VanWoerden’s home. Team members 
brought their wives, children and in one 
case, a girl friend. Laughter, stories and 
good food… a wonderful way to close 
out our trip!

This trip was truly special for Paul and 
myself. To meet the teams in each 
place, to see the level of dedication and 
commitment of our missionaries, to meet 
partner churches and hear their visions. 
These three weeks were a gift from God 
and we are so grateful to the McGowans 
and EI Canada for including us in this 
blessing!


