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Focus on: Mark Abbott

I’ve been on the EIM (EI-USA) Board 
since 2007 and recently took over as 
Chairman when former Chair Alan 
Graham retired after decades of 
faithful service to EIM. 

I was born in Chula Vista, California 
but I mainly grew up in the Eugene, 
Oregon area. After graduating from 
the U.S. Air Force Academy in 1983 
(studied International Aff airs), I was 
an USAF pilot for 8 years living in 
South Korea, the Philippines, and 
later travelled worldwide on the 
C-141 transport jet. I joined AirServ 
International (an NGO started by 

MAF) in 1991 after leaving the Air Force, serving initially in Khartoum, Sudan 
where I was a member of the SIM church. I used to fl y Mel Middleton around 
Sudan distributing Canadian wheat.

I married Sherry in 1992 and we lived in Nairobi for two years. In 1995 I was 
hired as a pilot for FedEx. Sherry and I lived in the Philippines for 4 years 
with FedEx and now live on Vashon Island near Seattle. I’m a Captain on the 
MD-11 and fl y international routes worldwide. I also served for 13 years on 
the AirServ International Board, visiting several EI programs on my trips to 
Africa.

I enjoy watching baseball, fl ying my little experimental RV-6 airplane and 
have a small oyster farm on the Puget Sound. I have a passion for the 
diff erent community/church-partnering projects that EI has around the world.



Please keep these concerns in your daily prayers…
United Kingdom:1  Dave Rollett is being licensed today at St John’s Church, 
Hinkley. Sue Fallon will be going. Please pray for Dave and his family, Tricia, 
Titus and Cassian, as they start on this new phase of their lives.

South Africa: Living Hope Bible Churches has a special outreach service today 
and then our fi rst ever Christmas Eve service.  Pray for the salvation of those 
who come and that they may respond to the Gospel and trust in Christ as their 
Saviour. The growth of the church has been encouraging, not only numerically, 
but the faithfulness and unity of the believers who have joined. It has been a 
very encouraging time.  

Tanzania:2  We have received applications for the position of development offi  cer 
with our Pentecostal church partner in Iringa; pray for wisdom in the selection 
process, that the right person would be hired (interviews planned for 4th), who 
can develop the partnership.

Canada:3  The EIC Christmas Catalogue is available online (www.eicanada.
org/2019-christmas-catalogue). Please pray that people respond to the needs 
around the EI World.

International:4  The International offi  ce is meeting today with a pastor from 
Ethiopia, a potential board member. Pray for God’s leading for both this pastor 
and the International offi  ce for this decision. To God be the glory.

Tanzania: The projects and development department in North Mwanza are 
nearing the time of harvest. Pray the cabbages mature well.

United States of America:5  Ken and Ruth Copsey arrived safely back in the 
Philppines, experiencing remnants of the  earthquakes. Pray for them as they 
meet with offi  cials responding to the earthquake in Mindanao to locate villages 
who have not received any relief yet so that EI may distribute building supplies 
and other relief items to isolated earthquake victims.

Brazil:6  EI Brazil is working to install photovoltaic energy at the Terena Bible 
School. This will greatly reduce their monthly expenses. We still need to raise 
some of the needed funds and deal with technical details.

United States of America:7  Pray for the EI staff  in the Philippines as they drive 
through uphill roads and cross rivers and go in and out of forests to get to these 
isolated villages. The roads are rough fi lled with landslides. In some villages 
some of the houses are still standing but in two places we saw not one building 
was left standing. Please pray that there will be no more earthquakes so the 
victims can go back to their homes and farms; for the wisdom and strength of 
the village offi  cials as they make plans to distribute relief to the most needy; 
for the children who have been traumatized by the earthquakes (they run and 
cry at each aftershock, which have occurred after the major earthquake).  EI is 
planning on providing trauma counselling to the children.

United Kingdom:8  Dave Rollett is speaking at St Peter’s Church, Farnborough 
today.

Brazil: We praise God for Fred Silva’s blood test results that showed he doesn’t 
carry the Hepatitis C virus anymore, after he fi nished the treatment.



South Africa:9  We have Christmas parties coming up for the Safe House 
Children. There are also various camps and holiday clubs they will be attending. 
We pray God would continue to work in their hearts and that they may know 
Christ as their Lord and Saviour as they hear many gospel messages this 
Christmas season.

Canada: 10 16 Days of Activism, which has been running daily from November 
25th until today, is an UN awareness for “International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence against Women”. We pray that people are more aware of the situations 
around the world.

United Kingdom: Sue Fallon is meeting with the Group of 6, a networking group 
of 6 small Christian charities who meet regularly to share with and encourage 
each other.

Canada:11  EICanada Staff  and Board and spouses is having their Christmas 
Dinner. We look forward to celebrating the Christmas Season with those that are 
joining us.
Esnatt will be heading to Edmonton for a vacation then back to Malawi. Please 
pray for safe travels. We have truly enjoyed having her in the Canadian offi  ce this 
past month we will miss her.

Philippines:12  Today and tomorrow SALT, the ministry arm of our small group, 
is participating in a medical outreach for an elementary school in a Muslim 
community. Pray for all the volunteers travelling from Davao City. Pray for 
safety and strength and that we can be a blessing to the community. We will 
also conduct health teachings on basic health care. Pray for creativity for the 
facilitators.

South Africa:13  Rachel and Nathan’s visa situation has not been resolved yet. 
Don’s appointment at Home Aff airs in November didn’t provide much information 
except that he should speak to someone in a diff erent offi  ce, who no longer works 
there… Pray for patience and for resolve as Don continues to try to get answers 
as to the hold up on their visas.

Philippines:14  The farmers of Cabagan, Isabela need to harvest and dry their corn 
crop, in spite of the raging typhoons. Please pray that this will be possible. Please 
also pray for Pastor Alex Pantua as he goes to oversee the collection for the 
ERRP portion from the harvest from the remaining 5 farmers; for protection and 
strength as he goes to the farmers in the mountain.

Uganda:15  Mike, Marianne and Elias are travelling to Canada today. Please pray 
for safe travels and for a refreshing time with family over the holidays before 
getting busy with church presentations in the new year.

South Africa:16  The Sayers family had a spate of break-ins the last couple 
of months. They have added more lighting outside and changed the locking 
mechanism of the garage to help discourage the attempts.  Thankfully they have 
not entered the house yet but have taken from the cars and the garage on 3 
occasions. Please pray for them for protection.

Uganda:17  Walter, Ceasar and Concy are participating in a youth conference from 
the 17th to the 20th. They will be leading sessions on missions, relationships, and 
Bible studies.



Tanzania:18  We are starting church mobilization training at the church in Mkulula 
(Iringa) to engage the church in the rainwater harvesting project at the local 
health centre as gospel in action.

Brazil:19  The Águas Formosas Day Care Center leadership wants to fi nish the 
roof at the Propac building before the rainy season starts. Prayers for that are 
welcome.

Tanzania: Phase 1 of the Nguvu na Hadhi project in Mwanza has been 
launched. Please pray for the 65 girls who are meeting together over the next 
months to learn about how to manage their periods and about how valuable they 
are to God.

Tanzania:20  Please pray for the big changes for our Iringa team as the 
VanWoerdens train and hand over responsibilities to our national staff ; pray that 
the team will have the skills and support to carry on the work.

Uganda:21  Please pray for the offi  ce, as they work on annual reporting while also 
budgeting and planning for the new year.

Tanzania:22  The rainy season should start in Iringa this month so farmers will be 
busy in their fi elds; pray for our conservation agriculture groups that they would 
implement their demo plots to high standards so that they will realize the benefi ts 
of soil and water conservation.

Tanzania:23  We are moving the Iringa offi  ce to a new location just before 
Christmas, pray that the move will go smoothly.

Philippines:24  Shem Catanus is speaking in the various anniversaries of the 
church planted in yesteryears by the Emmanuel Team. Please pray for good 
health and that through the years the churches continue to thrive.

We wish you a blessed Christmas with family, friends and safe travels for one 25 
and all. Please keep those that are away from home in your prayers.

Philippines:26  Please pray for the adjustments that we are having to make at 
ERRP in Luzon.

Malawi:27  Our staff  travel a lot. Please pray for their safety on the roads.

Tanzania:28  We will be nearing completion of the rainwater harvesting system 
and student latrines at Ndolela Primary School; pray that access to water and 
sanitation will make a diff erence for the school and its students.

Haiti:29  Our work includes gospel ministry, health care, education, sustainable 
community development programmes and reconstruction. Please pray for us.

International:30  We, Paul and Helen Jones, want to thank God for His goodness 
to us through this transition year. And we are grateful, very grateful for the people 
He has put in our path to help us along the way.  Thank you for your prayers for 
the International offi  ce.

United Kingdom:31  In 2020 Sue Fallon will be celebrating 35 years with EI! We 
praise God for the blessing that she has been to our ministry. We are arranging 
an event on 4 July 2020 to celebrate with her.
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