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35 years on!
Sue Fallon celebrated
35 years with
Emmanuel International
this year. Read
about her calling and
experiences with EI.
The timing of this article was planned
at the beginning of the year, when we
had ideas of how the year would unfold
and the things that would be happening!
The celebrations that would take place
with this being the opportune time to
report on them. That was of course
before COVID 19, before plans changed,
became uncertain, postponed and then
cancelled.
Although a very different year than any of
us could have imagined and one where
celebrating milestones has had to be
done in very imaginative ways, it’s good
to reflect and remember.
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Catholic or Protestant and football
was as much a religion, you supported
Liverpool or Everton. I won’t bore
you with my life history but this fact is
relevant to my first experience on a team
with EI and a reminder of just how much
God cares. I decided at 6 I was going
to support Everton much to all the rest
of my family’s disgust. I can’t possibly
tell you all the things that happened to
prepare me for and lead me to EI but
looking back on it does make me smile.
Being confident that God had directed
me to EI, going to Canada for training
was ok. After my 3 months of training
(not always as confident) I headed with
4 others to Jamaica for a year. I was
going to do children’s ministry and felt
comfortable with that. Until I arrived in
Jamaica, that is! It was a very long day
and by the time we got to the village
where we were going to be staying, it

God has, throughout my life, made it
abundantly clear that He knows me,
loves me and cares for me.
It’s hard to separate the 35 years with
EI from the rest of my life even before I
became a Christian.
I grew up on a housing estate just
outside Liverpool where you were either

Just arrived in Jamaica, 1985

was dark. Our camp was up a steep hill
and we couldn’t see a thing, not sure
what was at the top or who we would be
meeting. The welcoming committee was
made up of people from the church and
team and it was quite overwhelming. I
tried to sit in a corner, not sure what was
going on and beginning to think God
had made some sort of mistake. That
was when I noticed a little boy (about 6
years old) sitting at the end of the bench.
He had an amazing smile. Feeling more
comfortable with children than adults,
I asked him his name. His answer both
surprised me and reminded me that
God was in control. He said my name is
Everton!

My first home in Jamaica
My year in Jamaica was both challenging
and amazing. I met some great people
and learnt so much about life and
generosity. We were able to help with
water and sanitation, encourage some
different agriculture practises and teach
health care skills. We also did lots with
the children, most of whom didn’t go to
school as they were needed at home and
school was a long way away.
Shortly before leaving Jamaica I was
asked to consider staying with EI and
working in the training school, to be
based in Canada but spending time in
Jamaica at the new site training. The 3
months was now divided 4-6 weeks in

Canada and 6-8 weeks in Jamaica. After
much prayer and many conversations,
it was clear that God was directing me
to stay. The next 10 years was spent
focused on training: 18 schools, 160+
adults and 26 children. Not everyone was
training to go with EI. We helped develop
a multi-use training programme that,
for the first couple of years, was done
from EI. The time in Canada was spent
understanding more of the mission, it’s
philosophy and history. Doing the theory,
theology of missions, wealth, poverty and
development, getting to know ourselves
and looking at expectations. While the
time in Jamaica was more practical,
being immersed in another culture and
learning first-hand what that is like,
spending time with people and getting to
know what life is like for them. It was a
privilege to walk this journey with people
as they prepared for the mission God
had for them.
The following nine years the focus
changed to working on the finance
team for both the International and
Canadian offices, both offices being in
the same building! There were another
4 larger training schools in that time that
I was able to be released from finance
to assist. I have to admit people over
numbers would be my preference any
time.
It was during a trip to the UK, to help with
an orientation for the summer teams,
that the idea of me returning to the UK
to work in the office here was planted.
It’s quite a long story to explain how I
battled with the idea and how God made
it obvious that it was the next step in
my journey but it’s safe to say I couldn’t
mistake it.
So for the past 15 years I have been
based here in the office in Chichester.

There are many different aspects to
the role but two of my favourite areas
are: having the opportunity to speak
in various churches about the ministry
of EI, and doing the orientation and
leading short term teams going to work
alongside our partners. I have organised
the orientation for many teams and had
the privilege of leading 11 of them, going
to Brazil, Kenya, Malawi, Tanzania and
Uganda. It is a special time when you
journey with people and watch as they
experience life in a new way. As they are
stretched, challenged, encouraged and
many of them changed. How they share
their skills and learn new ones. Seeing
God at work in ways different from here.
I have had my share of being challenged,
learning new skills and understanding
more of our projects while on the teams
too.

I have also had the pleasure of visiting
most of our project countries, meeting a
large number of our team members and
Partner Church leaders, hearing their
stories and seeing the amazing work that
is being done. How my life has changed!
I remember as a young child seeing a

plane fly over our house and wondering if
I would ever go on one of them!
You may wonder what’s so special about
35 years... maybe it’s because I also
reached another milestone in my life this
year but it does feel like a good time to
acknowledge this journey.
I have many people who have helped
make this journey possible through
prayer and financial support and the plan
was to take some extra time this year to
visit with them. I had 3 weeks booked
in Canada in March and was going to
spend 3 weeks in the UK but that has
all had to be changed. I’m hopeful it will
happen but not sure when at this point. I
would like to say ‘Thank You’ though.

I was blessed to be on the staff of
training school when Andy Atkins moved
from Tanzania to Canada to become its
director. It was great working with him,
and I learned so much. It was even better
to be able to call him friend and to get
to know Judy and the children. I worked
with Andy in different ways over 20 years
and he will be greatly missed.

Andy Atkins

1 February 1956 - 18 June 2020

It is with great sadness that we share
with you the news that, after a long battle
with cancer, Andy Atkins, alumnus of
Emmanuel International, passed away on
June 18, 2020 with family by his side.
Andy grew up in Ethiopia, the son of SIM
missionaries. The continent of Africa was
planted deep in his heart in those early
years. Andy knew birds by their call,
and if you ever had the delight of going
on safari with Andy, the big competition
was who could spot an animal before he
did; this almost never happened! When
you were with Andy, it was his heart that
you saw, his kind gentle heart. When
you talked with Andy, you knew you
were heard, because he listened well, he
listened with his heart.
Andy and Judy met on an EI team in
Haiti. After they were married, they
worked in Haiti together for some years.
After Haiti, they moved to Tanzania
where Andy was EI's first In-country

Representative, a new phase in EI's
history. In the late 80's, Andy and Judy
came to Canada with their sons Caleb
and Josiah. Their daughter Angelica
was born in Canada a couple of years
later. Andy was the Training School
Director, became Director to EI Canada
and took over from Mark Middleton as
International Director in 1997. Andy held
this position until he resigned from EI
in 2010. Mark Middleton shares " Andy
is a great example of a true Christian
leader. The Spirit’s influence through him
was unmistakable and that influence will
go on forever. He never pulled people
to himself. He always pushed towards
God".
After leaving EI, Andy and Judy began
serving with Navigators, following Andy's
dream of helping pastors find ways of
reaching communities with Jesus' love
through word and action. He trained
pastors across Africa and other parts of
the world in Discipling for Development.
Judy says, "that he is loved by tribes,
tongues and nations"; this is literal.
Judy is very grateful for the love and care
she is receiving from so many around the
world, and the comfort of prayer.
Thank you, Andy, for a life lived faithfully
in the pursuit of Jesus and His kingdom.
Psalm 16:11. "You have made known to
me the path of life; you will fill me with joy
in your presence, with eternal pleasures
at your right hand.

EIUK AGM and Summer Event
Unfortunately the lockdown rules were not relaxed enough to allow us to meet for
our AGM and Summer Event on 13 June 2020. We have been granted an extension
till end September 2020 to file our accounts to Companies House and Charity
Commisson. Please pray as the Board considers alternatives to an AGM and
conference.

