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Emmanuel International to Begin 
Partnership in Tanga, Tanzania
On 14 July 2020, Emmanuel International 
(EI) signed an agreement to begin a 
new exciting partnership with Tanzania 
Assemblies of God to work in the Tanga 
region of Tanzania.

EI has been working fruitfully in Tanzania 
for many years. Since 1994 we have 
been in partnership with the Diocese 
of Ruaha in Iringa and from 2014 
working with Tanzania Assemblies of 
God in Mwanza. These are two very 
diff erent churches whose cultures have 
enabled us to consider our approach 
to community development afresh and 
appreciate that one size does not fi t all 
even as we seek to make use of the 
strengths of both locations.

We are extremely grateful to God for his 
faithfulness and grace in enabling us to 
partner with these churches in God’s 
mission which has touched many lives. 
At an EI Tanzania Board meeting at the 
end of 2017 and another in 2018, as 
we appreciated all that God had done 
through these partnerships, we began 
to realise that God had more for us to 
do with new churches in new regions of 
Tanzania. Members felt a sense that, 
as is EI, “we are pregnant” and a clear 
sense that we are “EI Tanzania, not just 
EI Iringa and EI Mwanza.”

We then started working on a Strategic 
Plan in order to focus our eff orts over the 
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next 5 years. We looked at the nature 
and purpose of church partnerships and 
concluded that our aim is to empower 
our partner churches so they can fulfil 
integral mission, meeting community 
and physical needs combined with 
satisfying spiritual needs, to the extent 
that the church no longer needs EI. 
We sought to put steps in place so we 
could actively move forward. While we 
were producing our strategic plan, we 
had 4 churches or dioceses in Dodoma, 
Kigoma, Ruvuma and Tanga requesting 
partnership with us. We knew God was 
at work. At the same time as part of the 
plan, the EI Iringa team revitalised the 
dormant partnership with Pentecostal 
Holiness Mission for which our new 
colleague Suzan Nyigo has just secured 
the initial funding for a Community Health 
Education Project.

In mid 2019, we organised four teams, 
consisting of EI staff and board members 
to visit the four churches or dioceses 
who had contacted us. Each church 
hosted the EI team well, welcoming us 
kindly, sharing their heart and vision for 
touching their community and taking 
us to see the projects they had already 
begun. Then we had the difficult task 
of determining which church EI should 
proceed with as we felt all four churches 
and their leaderships were good and 3 of 
them currently suitable for partnership.

After much deliberation, the EI Tanzania 
board unanimously agreed to first pursue 
a partnership with TAG West Tanga 
Diocese, with the other churches being 
told, not ‘No’, but ‘Not yet!’ So why did 
we select the West Tanga diocese? A 
key question for us was, How much 
does the church need EI? Kilindi and 
Handeni, the rural districts making up 
West Tanga, are among the poorest in 
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Tanzania with very low literacy rates. 
Also 97% of the population in these 
districts are Muslims. The church 
thus has a particular opportunity to 
bring a transformative Gospel to its 
communities. But although the church 
is working hard, it is struggling to make 
an impact in its community, with many 
rural pastors not knowing what to do. The 
church leadership recognises it needs 
a vision of integral mission, to genuinely 
reach out with the love of Jesus who 
cares for people’s total need. The church 
leadership asked EI to assist them with 
training in integral mission, especially 
with an appropriate, sensitive and 
carefully thought out approach in how to 
reach Muslims. It has also recognised 
the need for something like the IMARIKA 
project in Iringa and the Strength and 
Dignity girls health project in Mwanza. 
We feel this is a big opportunity for 
EI in Tanzania to grow and develop, 
particularly to work strategically with 
the diocese from the beginning and 
to increase our experience of integral 
mission in the context of Islam.

We recognise this is a big step and 
moving us out of our comfort zone. We 
see this is a God-given opportunity to do 
something new and something differently. 
Our world is changing! Mission is 
changing! And so must we change! 
We believe this new EI Office in Tanga 
should, at least initially, be staffed by 
national staff. It is becoming very difficult 
for expatriate missionaries to obtain work 
and residence permits in Tanzania but 
also we are aware that nationals may 
be far better able to be accepted into 
the culture there and therefore be more 
effective. It may be easier for nationals to 
begin this work in this area.
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Dates for your diary
Board Meeting: 25 September 2020 
(Providing the conditions allow 
meeting in person.)

We are partnering also with the TAG 
national missions department in this 
venture. The missions department 
have a training school for preparing 
Tanzanian missionaries mainly to go 
overseas to other nations, many of 
which are predominantly Muslim nations. 
Paul Balela, the director, has been very 
supportive from the start and giving us 
much good advice. He encouraged us, 
“I know West Tanga and that is the right 
place for you to be!” Our plan is to be 
able to select someone or a family, who 
has gone through this training school, to 
head up EI’s new work in Tanga. They 
will come first to Mwanza for training with 
EI before being sent out to Tanga.

Please pray for Joel Newby, the new EI 
Country Director in Tanzania, Paul Balela 
and Bishop Stephen Hozza as they set 
up this partnership, that God will give 
them wisdom to shape it well. Pray also 

Peter, Simon, Laura, Bishop Stephen, Joel, Pastor Peter (Diocesan Secretary) 
and Elisha

for the whole EI team in Tanzania, in 
both Iringa and Mwanza, which will be 
supporting the new team through prayer, 
advice, encouragement and visits.

Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us, 

to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! 

Amen. (Ephesians 3:20-21)

Tim Monger


