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Ken and Ruth Copsey 
tell us about their 
children’s ministry with 
The Mailbox Club that 
still continued during 
COVID-19.

Kid’s ministry in Mindanao, Philippines

Before the lockdown… 
In the 2 years prior to 2020, Ruth’s team 
did a lot of ‘one day workshops’ for 
teachers who wished to use The Mailbox 
Club (TMC) materials. Overall 265 
were trained and 6500 booklets were 
distributed. As 2020 began, we excitedly 
began facilitating training sessions for 
Sunday school teachers, young people 
and even real school teachers in places 
like Cotabato and Sultan Kudarat. 
Compostela valley on the Eastern side 
and around Davao City. Explorers 
clubs were launched, more trainings 
were scheduled and…Then COVID-19 
happened and, just like that, everything 
came to a screeching halt!

Just before we were quarantined, in 
January and February 2020, we were 
able to hold two more teachers’ trainings 
for the Explorers Discipleship program 
for kids. 35 teachers were trained and 
provided with the workbooks needed. 
It’s only 5 pesos for them to purchase 
one workbook, so we were expecting big 
classes.

Before masks and quarantine 
restrictions

Ruth (seated bottom left) with her 
team and group of trained teachers



THEN THE PANDEMIC HIT!

For a while we were stuck in limbo, not 
knowing what to do. As usual, the Lord 
had something special planned! 

Because of the quarantine, schools have 
been closed since March. No classes 
could be held and most Churches were 
closed too! There is a new target date of 
October 5th for opening of schools, but 
still no face to face classes are planned. 
It will be either on-line or modular 
(take home assignments). We are sad 
because the morning laughter we usually 
hear on our morning walks next to an 
elementary school, is eerily quiet.

However, children can gather in small 
family groups and no-one could stop 
them from reading the printed stories of 
God’s Word!

What are the children to do?

Well, this has become a perfect 
opportunity for some to take home the 
children’s discipleship lessons from 
Explorers Club.

So far during the pandemic, booklets 
have been distributed to 1600 kids many 
of whom have completed the 12 lessons.

In one village, God has been using 
a 10 year old girl Jyrah, already a 
Christian, to teach other kids her 
age, and even help lead them to 

Christ!

Praise and Prayer

Praise God for protecting us.•	
Pray for all of us during this •	

pandemic, patience as we ‘shelter in 
place’.

Praise God our Scholars Program •	
has been approved again for this 
school year 20/21. This is now our 
12th year of doing this. The kids 
receive material help, tutoring and 
most of all discipleship in following 
Jesus.



Testimonies
Here are some testimonies, or reports 
from teachers and Pastors who are using 
the materials: 

“We are having TMC Explorers 1 
classes inside people's homes since the 
children are not allowed to go out of their 
houses!”
Pastor Lony Babelonio, Davao City

Another answered prayer!
"Good evening, sister Ruth. Results 
of your seminar here in our church... 
applied in our children outreach ministry." 
Pastor Icdang

This was held in Kanapulo, Magsaysay, 
Davao del Sur. Children Outreach 
ministry of Southern Baptist Church of 
Km. 83 Marber, Bansalan, Davao del 
Sur. 23 students.
“Just thanking God that His Word 
continues to be taught and caught by 
kids in the midst of this pandemic!”

Here's one testimony from a mother of 
one of the kids: “I was very surprised to 
see my child memorizing Bible verses 
early in the morning. TIKTOK used to be 
the first thing she does every morning. 
I am very proud to hear her reading her 
Explorers lesson aloud and memorizing 
Bible Verses.”

EI COVID-19

The EI COVID-19 Relief project also 
serves to reach children: 

Here we were able to extend help to 
various tribal groups, urban poor and 
pastors in the villages who are struggling 
financially	because	of	the	quarantine.	
With	some	canned	goods,	coffee	and	

other groceries, we gave an Explorers 1 
booklet to each of the pastors and asked 
if this is something they can use for the 
children. This is how we got introduced 
to Pastor Elenita of Jubilee Assemblies 
of God Church. She was very thrilled 
to have Explorers Club in her church.  
Each child was given a booklet and 
their parents were coached into helping 
the kids read and learn the material, 
memorize	their	verses	and	fill	in	the	
question page. They would then meet 
with their teacher for review. She writes 
"ALL FOR GOD ALONE" Praise the Lord 
for this successful event, the Explorers 
Club Graduation (8-15-20) hosted by 
Jubilee Assemblies of God Cabantian, 
Davao City #CongratulationsExplorers  
We can only give glory and praise to 
God for the 30 children who attended 
and finished Explorers 1, 27 of whom 
prayed to receive Jesus as their Savior 
and Lord!
Thank you Ma'am Ruth Copsey and 
Lanie Bumaya.
Thank you, Teachers: Ate Shella, Ate 
Irish, Ate Grace and Kuya Cedric.”

“One of a kind - the FIRST of its kind 
in Mindanao!” We’re talking about the 
HSHS or Home School of the Holy 
Scriptures, designed and developed by 
our ever-creative Pastor Paul Abraham 
of Tacurong, Sultan Kudarat province. 
It is a blended learning module for the 
neighborhood kids from preschool to 
teens. 
The children learn English, Science and 
Math plus Explorers 1 materials.
Pastor Paul wrote: “Even with COVID, we 
can proceed and when we believe - all 
things are possible!”
A total of 41 students graduated last 
August 8th - 29 of whom prayed to 
receive Jesus as their Saviour!



We are grateful to all their teachers 
(Crisel, Rose, Elizabeth and Jesa) and 
special mention to Pastor Paul who 
handled the youngest students and 
supervised the entire school.
They have started a follow up program 
every Wednesday.

How did TMC come to Mindanao?

TMC or The Mailbox Club, provides 
discipleship materials for children. Ken 
& Ruth Copsey have been longtime 
EI missionaries in the Philippines and 
Indonesia.  Ruth is a nurse and so 
we have been doing Disaster Relief, 
and rural Health and Community 
Development all these years. Ruth’s 
sister Anita Bertrand had already been 
using the TMC materials in Africa. She 
and her husband Paul served with EI in 
Uganda for many years. Anita recruited 
Ruth to do some translation of the 
materials for the Philippines and also 
be	a	trainer	for	teachers.	Ruth	first	did	
the Tagalog translation (2016) her main 
dialect but for use in Manila area and 
Luzon. 

Since the trade dialect for Mindanao 
is Cebuano, Ruth worked with native 
speakers here to translate the materials 
and after it was printed, we began 
training teachers and distributing the 
materials.  

The EIUK 2020 Annual 
General Meeting

This year’s AGM was held via zoom 
meeting on Friday 25 September 2020 
at 3pm. There were 17 of us meeting 
together, with apologies from a few 
more people.

Tim and Rachel Monger, who returned 
permanently in July after 10 years in 
Tanzania, joined us and gave us an 
overview of their personal journey since 
their return and about the handover 
process before they left. They shared a 
photo of the whole Tanzania team and 
Tim and Rachel introduced the team to 
the meeting. The Mongers will give a full 
report on their time in Tanzania when 
we are able to meet together in 2021, 
God willing.

Clive Tydeman, Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, presented the Director’s 
Report and the Accounts. These were 
sent to the members beforehand as 
well. After some question and answer 
time, the accounts were approved.

There	were	no	officials	to	be	re-elected	
this year.

Clive ended the meeting with prayer. 
A time to chat and catch up with each 
other followed, a great end to the 
meeting.

The EI Tanzania team at a retreat in 
2020


