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Mike and Marianne Botting’s ministry in
Uganda during COVID-19
Mike and Marianne
Botting, our Country
Representatives in
Uganda, tell us about
their ministry in Pader
in the North of Uganda.

When COVID-19 hit we were still in
Canada, as we were home for our
normal furlough. Luckily it didn’t affect
our church presentations, as it came
right at the end of our time, but it
certainly affected our ability to return to
Uganda! Uganda closed their borders
just two weeks before our return ﬂight,
and we really had no idea how or when
we would be able to travel. Thankfully the
internet has provided many new means
of communication, so we were able to
continue to support the national staff
from Canada, but we had to wait four and
a half months for an opportunity to return
to Uganda on a special repatriation ﬂight
on August 16th.

It was a long and strange journey,
involving three different COVID-19 tests
(not fun!) and two weeks of institutional
quarantine, but God really protected
us throughout and everything went so
much better than we had feared. On
our transatlantic ﬂight it felt like first
class - we had three rows to ourselves,
because there were so few passengers!
We weren’t so lucky on our ﬂight from
Ethiopia to Uganda, as it was completely
full, but we passed quickly and safely
through immigration and security and felt
a clear sense of God opening the way for
us.
We were required to quarantine for 14
days, but we were able to choose the
hotel we quarantined in and we ended
up in a wonderful hotel in Entebbe. The
staff were very accommodating, we had
a small garden which we could sit in
(after our first negative test result) and
there was even a playmate for Elias. I

personally enjoyed the Ugandan birdlife
- I saw more varieties of birds in one
week in Entebbe than in all our months in
Canada!
Once we finished our quarantine we
travelled upcountry to Pader. Our reentry
was challenging as we couldn’t interact
with the community in the same way,
and it took quite a while to adjust to the
realities of COVID-19, but it certainly felt
right to be back.
With our return we began a process
of consulting with the staff, our partner
churches and local church leaders
regarding the restarting of our ministries.
What can continue as before? What
needs to adjust because of health
restrictions? What new needs have come
out of COVID-19? It was a long process,
but we’re happy to say that we’re starting
to see the fruit of these discussions now.
With the Pads ministry, schools reopened
in October but only for candidates - those
sitting for exams, like the P7 students
sitting their Primary Leavers Exam.
This means most children are still not in
school: one school I visited had only 41
P7 students, compared to their normal
complement of 1,097 students! But some
students are there, and those students
definitely need our support in this unique
year. And now those girls not only need
washable sanitary pads, they also need
masks! So starting in November Milly

resumed travelling to primary schools,
teaching the girls about menstruation
and their worth before God, distributing
washable sanitary pads to the P7 girls
and distributing masks to both P7 boys
and girls (we are distributing masks to
both boys and girls because masks work
best when everyone is wearing one).
At one primary school I met a girl named
Phionah who had received washable
sanitary pads from EI in 2017, when she
was in P5, and was very happy to receive
a new set. She said that the washable
sanitary pads are much better than the
disposable pads they sometimes buy
in the trading centre, because they last
at least a year and save a lot of money.
She wants to continue her studies and
become a nurse, and she said that the
teaching and support she has received
from EI has given her courage. When
she first started to menstruate she
felt guilty and ashamed, but now she
feels normal because she has the
knowledge and materials to control her
menstruation.

Phionah with the pads and mask she
received

Milly distributing pads and masks

The Child Discipleship ministry has also
been greatly affected by COVID-19.
We normally work through churches,
supporting sustainable children’s
ministries through the training and
equipping of Sunday School teachers,

but this is not possible at the moment.
Even though churches have reopened,
the government is not allowing children’s
ministries in churches because of
the difficulty in maintaining physical
distancing and masking with children.
We also work in primary schools, training
teachers how to run “Good News” clubs,
but most children will not be in school
until next year.
In our response we are trying to
approach this challenge from two
directions: by training parents, and by
taking to the radio waves! With parents,
we are trying to encourage and equip
them to disciple their children from home.
Many parents know that they have a role
in raising their children in the faith, but
they don’t know where to start, so we
are providing training and guidance to
them. And to support the parents we are
also conducting a weekly Sunday School
program every Sunday morning on two
different radio stations, with singing, a
Bible story, a memory verse and some
discussion points to be used by the
parents during the week.

We are also encouraging the Sunday
School teachers, together with their Child
Protection Committees, to conduct home
visits to check on the children and their
parents. They are helping to support
the parents and encourage the children,
but unfortunately such checks are also
needed because the COVID-19 lockdown
has led to a significant increase in
reported cases of domestic violence,
child abuse and early pregnancy.
Our work in secondary schools has
largely stopped until next year, but we
are supporting our partner schools by
providing them with masks and soap
for handwashing. The church leaders
we partner with have decided that the
one thing they can focus on during this
time is one-on-one counselling with the
students, since this is lower risk, so we
are also supporting these church leaders

A handwashing station at Pader Town
College

LUO FM radio station in Pader

Handover of soap and masks at
ALARM technical school

with further training in guidance and
counselling.
The Jesus Film ministry has required
the least adjustment, since the heart of
the ministry is Bible study groups, and
smaller groups are the safest thing right
now with COVID-19. But we have had
problems with group size: the average
size of a Bible study group is 30 people,
and the largest group is over 100! So
we have had to encourage the churches
to sub-divide the groups, which means
training more leaders and providing
more teaching manuals. We also had to
stop showing the Jesus Film, because
it gathers large groups, but we are
continuing to encourage evangelism by
helping our partner churches conduct
door-to-door outreaches.
It has been a very different year, and it’s
hard to believe how much COVID-19 has
changed the way we live and do ministry,
but through it all God is still at work! The
methods may have changed, but the goal
has not, and we are deeply encouraged
to see the ministries once again moving
forward. Our transition from Canada
back to Uganda was very difficult at
times, but there is not doubt that we are
exactly where we are meant to be.

2020 Christmas Catalogue

This Christmas, consider an
alternative gift for family, a friend or a
loved one...
...by making a donation to one of
the great causes in our Christmas
catalogue, in their name.
Our 2020
Christmas
catalogue
is now
available online as
well as in
printed
format!

Available on our website
or please contact us (details on front
page) if you wish to receive a printed
Christmas catalogue.
Your Christmas gift could become a
changed life!
You can mail in your order, email us (and
we’ll talk you through payment options)
or you can order online on our website
www.eiuk.org.uk.

The Botting family being welcomed
home in Pader

PLEASE SHARE THE CATALOGUE
WITH OTHERS!

