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Serving the Terena Church in Brazil
A great blessing for Emmanuel International

Cades Barneia Bible School
Cades Barneia Bible School is an indigenous organization led by the Terena 
indigenous Church. It was founded in 1980 to train leaders, pastors, and 
missionaries to the Terena churches and to reach out to other ethnic groups in 
Brazil. Over the years there have been graduates from more than 14 diff erent 
ethnic groups,  many of them have also taken leadership roles in their villages.

In 2003 two Emmanuel Brazil missionaries visited the Terena area, West of Brazil, 
and it was both exciting to learn about their dreams for ministry and challenging to 
see their struggles. For a number of years Emmanuel International has supported the 
Terena Bible School. Occasional support gave place to project partnerships and the 
building of a great relationship. Our goal is to work side by side with them, responding 
to the needs they share with us. We also want to help them with projects that would 
bring sustainability for them in the near future. Installing photovoltaic energy, so the 
electricity bill would be greatly reduced, and increasing the crops for the students’ 
consumption and for selling the surplus are good examples of how the Bible school 
can become more sustainable.



Xavante dance at the 2020 graduation

Two of the first graduates from the bible school - they graduated in 1982



In 2020, even with the COVID-19 pandemic, the Terena Bible School carried out 
its regular activities, most of the time in lockdown. Last December two indigenous 
young ladies graduated, Lucieni and Marquizânia, from Xavante and Kaxinawá 
ethnic groups. It is exciting that, in these forty years of existence many women have 
graduated, including in the first class of graduates. Lucieni and Marquizânia are 
sharing a little about themselves and their plans for when they return to their villages.

Lucieni Roomri Xavante

“My name is Lucieni Ro´omri Xavante 
and I am from Estrela Watsi Wawê 
village, Mato Grosso State, Brazil. I 
learned about Jesus Christ when I was 
about 6 years old. Missionaries came 
to my village and I participated in the 
services. We drew, sang and listened to 
biblical stories.

My family helped me attend the Terena 
Bible School. After my graduation I want 
to return to my village and continue to 
work in my home church. I will teach 
them about Jesus Christ. I feel I need 
to help my church because there isn’t 
anybody to help them. Please pray for 
me.”

Marquizânia Domingos 
Kaxinawá

“My name is Marquizânia Domingos 
Kaxinawá and I live in Fronteira 
indigenous village, Acre State, Brazil.

I was in Elementary School when a friend 
invited me to attend a church service. 
The pastor preached about the prodigal 
son and, at the end of the message, he 
asked: ´who is away from the father’s 
home and would like to come home?´ 
That moment Jesus met me, I raised my 
hand, the pastor prayed with me. At the 
beginning it was difficult for me to attend 
church because my family opposed to 
the idea. 



I finished High School, got my first job, 
but never thought about attending a Bible 
School. Then I went to visit my cousin in 
the Terena Bible School area. I went to 
a Terena Church youth camp and saw 
so many young people involved with 
the Word of God, people full of joy and 
felt that was what I wanted for me: to 
someday be able to help young people. 
On March 3rd, 2018, I visited the Terena 
Bible School and decided to study there. 
I am grateful to God because he has 
brought me here. I’m very happy with the 
opportunity to study Theology. 

I’ve learned about the Word of God 
and also learned how to play guitar. My 
dream is to return to my village and start 
a guitar course for the youth. It’s part 
of our culture to gather some people 
together to play instruments and sing. 
There is a special room for that in my 
village. It’d be great to have Bibles to 
distribute to the youth, and have some 
guitars, notebooks and pencils to write 
down the songs and the chords. I thank 
God for the opportunity to attend a Bible 
School and I want to honor him with what 
He has given me. Please pray for me.”

The Bible School leadership is very happy with the growth of Luciani and 
Marquizânia during these three years. Learning more about the Word of God and 
how to lead a Bible study or a service are important, but they also learned to take 
leadership roles, improved their ability to deal with different situations, and their 
attitude is outstanding.

During the graduation ceremony there was a time to celebrate the Cades Barneia 
Institute 40th anniversary. Because of the pandemic the number of the participants 
was reduced. Some of the first graduates were especially invited and honored.

In the last years the Terena Church leadership has given much importance to the 
training of their church leaders. And Emmanuel International wants to serve them in 
that need. It has been a joy to be together with them in this journey. Our prayer is that 
the Terena Church and the Bible School would continue to pursue the vision God has 
given them.
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