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Entrepreneurship in Mwanza, Tanzania

Emmanuel International (EI) has been working with the Tanzania Assemblies of God, 
in Ukerewe Island and Magu District in Mwanza region. We started at the end of 2017 
on the Ukerewe island in 4 villages Mtoni, Nansole, Halwego and Hamkoko. Later 
we extended the project to Magu disctrict in another 4 villages Kayenze, Lugeye, 
Bundilya, and Magu (the last 3 being the newest, established in 2020). The aim of the 
project is seeing people reached spiritually and physically by training the groups on 
the principles of entrepreneurship and the Bible lessons related to business.

Elisha Maganga is an Agriculture/Entrepreneurship Trainer, at the 
Church Tanzania Assemblies of God (TAG) through partnership with 
Emmanuel International, in Mwanza region. He provided this update 

on the Entrepreneurship project.
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The Bible is the foundation of the 
project together with teaching 

people on seeing the power and 
ability of God to help His children 

succeed. Also we include training on 
entrepreneurship principles so that 
participants can better understand 
entrepreneurial business practices. 

Emmanuel International Tanzania 
in collaboration with Tanzania 
Assemblies of God church

The villages on Ukerewe island where 
we started the entrepreneurship projects 
were found to be good locations for 
the project due to the opportunities 
such as fi shing, arable land and small 
businesses around lake Victoria. People 
in those areas mostly have inadequate 
entrepreneurship basics in their small 
businesses.

In 2020 we, in partnership with the TAG 
churches, formed business groups 
in 3 new villages: Lugeye, Magu, and 
Bundilya. We conducted seminars on 
entrepreneurship with 3 new groups, 
reaching 18 participants. The seminars 
covered entrepreneurship principles 
and practical business skills and also 
included Bible lessons. Each of the 
groups have provided a business 
proposal and were given a loan with a 
minimal interest rate. We visit each group 
every month to encourage them, give 
advice and make disciples.

One of the groups, Bundilya, has started 
paying back their loan while the other 
two groups will start to pay back soon, 
in accordance with their terms and 
conditions and after harvest.

Early stage of the group small 
agribusiness - chillies

Lugeye is doing agribusiness (tomatoes 
and peppers)
Magu is also doing agribusiness 
(cabbages)
Bundiliya is buying and selling Maize 
fl our a main staple food in Tanzania. 



Tomato plants Maize plant at district church project

Overall, the project has not been without 
challenges.

There was a lack of creativity, business 
management and commitment among 
a few group members and as a result 
some were struggling to make profit. To 
address the challenge, we continued 
making weekly/monthly visitations to 
each group, reminding them of the 
locally needed business skills we 
trained and encouraging them to keep 
on learning while engaging in their local 
economy.

Some groups delayed the pay back of 
their loans due to different reasons, 
including unforeseeable natural calamity 
such as floods. The global COVID-19 
pandemic affected many activities. 
We addressed the challenge by giving 
a grace period and by adding more 
efforts on monitoring and evaluation. 
This has helped us to advise some 
groups to review their business ideas 
and some changed to new ones. Some 

Flooded field

added more creativity and some have 
promised to start paying back their loans 
in instalments.

COVID-19 has also delayed setting up 
more groups as we could not provide 
training or give loans to more new groups 
under consideration.



‘’I thank God for this project. I have got profit and bought 4 chickens, 
2 are now laying eggs. I also am able to support my family like buying 

school materials for my children, I paid tithe and was able to buy more 
bricks for building our matrimonial house’’.

Neema Thomas, a village woman from Bundilya village in Magu district in the 
Mwanza region, who benefited from the entrepreneurship project after she had 

used her dividend from the group small business for her personal small business 
and got more profit.

Bundilya small business group receiving a loan after their training and 
approval of their business proposal in July 2020.

There have been great successes too! We are proud of the Bundilya group who 
only started in July 2020 and have already started paying back their loan. Individual 
members are reaping benefits, like Neema Thomas, who shares her testimony.

The EIUK Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 28 April 2021

at 3pm
via zoom

The details of the meeting will be sent to members and interested 
parties before the time. If you are not a member but would like 

to join the AGM, please contact the office on info@eiuk.org.uk to 
ensure you are added to the invitation list.


