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Changes afoot in the Philippines!
We are saying “Happy Retirement!” to some of our faithful missionaries in the 
Philippines this month. Edna Santos is retiring from EI after 35 years and Shem 
and Fleur are also retiring from EI after 40 years! We are also welcoming new 
missionaries: Antonio and Nona Caballero who are taking over from Edna.

Saying goodbye to 
Edna Santos

Edna Santos retires on 
31 March 2021 after 
35 years of faithful 
service to Emmanuel 
International. 

Edna fi rst stepped foot in the Emmanuel 
International offi  ces in 1986 after learning 
about EI through her Church, The First 
Filipino Baptist Church. Her intention was 
to attend Training School for the fall term 
and head to the Philippines to help at a 
Youth Centre her church was involved 
with. God works in His own timing and 
ways as Edna never had the opportunity 
to attend Training school or even head to 
the Philippines as she intended, however 
God’s plan has kept her serving Him for 
35 years.

She had fi nished her job 2 months prior 
to starting training school when Alex 
Pacis (EI and EIC Finance Director) 
invited her to volunteer and assist with 
the Sudan Field Accounting. By the 

time training school started 2 months 
later, she was busy helping EI become 
computerized and was asked to delay 
her training for 1 term as it was a busy 
time. Two years later, in 1988, she was 
still in Canada and was appointed the 
Finance Director for EI and EIC.  She 
never did get the chance to attend 
Training School but did have the 
opportunity to attend diff erent seminars 
that were very helpful.

She worked as Finance Director 
from 1988-2000, which included the 
opportunity to travel to Malawi to help 
computerize their system. From 2001-
2005 she was the East Africa Finance 
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Advisor, residing in Tanzania, as well as 
Administrative Assistant to Anne Lapage 
(the EIUK Tanzania Representative at 
the time). She also travelled to Malawi, 
Uganda and Sudan when needed.  She 
finally made it to the Philippines in 2010, 
taking on the role as Luzon Coordinator 
for EI Philippines. 

A highlight of Edna’s time with EI was 
when she was asked to join Anne when a 
water project was approved in 2001. This 
project included 25-35 distribution points, 
a water trough, and a water reservoir. At 
the completion of this project it brought 
peace between the community and the 
Masai tribe as their animals no longer 
trampled through the gardens to reach 
the water.

One other thing that Edna can’t forget 
is how she and Anne converted the 
Landcruiser into a bedroom at night. 
They would park in front of the homes 
they were visiting on their tours, which 
always created unique and enjoyable 
conversations. 

In this coming year, Edna plans to 
continue with Bible Study Fellowship 
(BSF) as she finds she is truly getting 
a lot of answers from the Lord through 
the studies. She is also an elder at 
Northview Christian Fellowship and will 
continue to help with discipling youth.

Saying goodbye to Shem 
and Fleur Catanus

The partnership of EI 
and the Kabankalan 
Fellowship Baptist 
Church (KFBC), 
located in Negros 
Occidental, Central 

Philippines,  began in 1979. George 
Middleton, founder and director of 
EI and Godfrey Catanus, Shem’s 
brother and the pastor of First Filipino 
Baptist Church in downtown Toronto, 
attended a missions conference held 
in the Peoples’ Church in Toronto. By 
mistake they switched their bibles on 
the table after using the washroom. 
Then a conversation over the phone 
and a meeting regarding the possibility 
of partnership between EI and the 
KFBC followed. In the same year, Shem 
Catanus was chosen by KFBC to lead 
the team for the community development 
projects in the rural areas of Kabankalan 
where they were launched. In September 
1979, he went to Canada for the two 
months training program, together with 
six expatriates who made up part of the 
team. The partner church selected six 
nationals to comprise the whole team.

In December 1980, the community 
development projects and church 
planting ministry were started, a four-
year holistic program. The expatriates 
had only a one-year contract in the 
program.

The projects were composed of 
medical and dental missions with free 
consultations and medicine, health and 
sanitation, water and goat raising.  After 
the four years, seven local churches 
were established in different areas of the 
project sites. All of these churches are 
still existing and growing, by God’s grace.



In 1983, Shem set up another four-
year program with the same partner 
church. The project area was in the 
town of Mabinay, Negros Oriental 
province. The team was also composed 
of expatriates from and nationals from 
the same partner church. The same 
holistic program was introduced into the 
community. After the four years, three 
local churches were planted. Presently, 
they are still existing and growing.

In the same year, while heading the 
team, EI appointed Shem as In-Country 
Representative and he became a 
member of the International Council as 
well.

In 1987, a partnership with Quezon City 
Baptist Church, Quezon City in Metro 
Manila was also  developed. The project 
site was in a tribal community of Porac, 
Pampanga province, Luzon (north 
Philippines). The same holistic program 
was launched in the area. After the four 
years, a local church was also planted. A 
volcanic eruption in the nearby province 
badly affected the project site and the 
residents were relocated. The members 
of the church decided to transfer their 
church building to the relocation site. At 
present,  the church is still existing and 
growing.

Another partner church was developed 
with the Villager’s Baptist Church in 
San Pedro, Laguna province, also in 
Luzon. The project site was in the town 
of Victoria in Mindoro Oriental province, 
also in Luzon. It was also a four-year 
program introducing the same holistic 
projects. After the program, a local 
church was also planted which is also 
still existing and growing.

Several typhoon relief programs were 
also done in Kabankalan, Negros 

Occidental and in some towns of 
northern Negros Occidental. The same 
relief programs were also done in some 
towns of other provinces of Bohol, Leyte, 
and Iloilo. Earthquake relief programs 
were also done in La Trinidad, Benguet 
province in Luzon, in Talisay, Cebu 
province, and in La Libertad, Negros 
Oriental. There was one relief program 
in civil war-stricken towns of North 
Cotabato province in Mindanao (southern 
Philippines).

After several years of partnership with 
big churches doing big projects, Shem  
switched to small projects with small 
partner churches. He introduced the 
buffalo and cow raising projects. These  
projects resulted in the multiplication 
of animals and with some beneficiaries 
becoming Christians and getting involved 
in the local church.  

Shem has been in the ministry, serving 
the Lord through EI from December 1980 
to March 2021. He says “I thank the 
Lord for giving me this opportunity and 
privilege to serve Him. How I came to 
know about EI and how I came to join the 
organization happened not by accident 
but by appointment. I believe it was all 
by God’s plan. I thank EI and I praise the 
Lord for what He has done!”



The EIUK Annual General 
Meeting

Wednesday 28 April 2021
at 3pm

via zoom
The details of the meeting will be 
sent to members and interested 

parties before the time. If you are not 
a member but would like to join the 
AGM, please contact the office on 
info@eiuk.org.uk to ensure you are 

added to the invitation list.

in church as ministry leaders. They 
continue to pray for Tonton’s family that 
they may accept also Jesus as their 
personal Lord and Saviour.

During the pandemic and the flooding 
last year here in the Philippines, with the 
help of friends and relatives, they were 
able to distribute food packs and water 
to the affected areas in Metro Manila and 
the nearby provinces.

With God’s guidance and provisions, 
they were able to plant 3 churches in 
different areas, and online Bible studies 
and fellowship is still going on. 

At the end of March 2020 they started 
different online Bible Studies - for the 
bretheren in their Batasan outreach, for 
Villa Beatriz (before the pandemic, they 
already started a once a month Worship 
Service in this area so they can start a 
new outreach church), for their Outreach 
Church in Bulacan (outside the city) and 
for their twice a month online fellowship 
with the young couples of our church.

For all of these, “TO GOD BE THE 
GLORY!”

Welcoming Antonio and 
Nona Caballero

Antonio “Tonton” Caballero is the 
Guesthouse Manager of the RP Branch 
of Worldteam, a board member of ERRP 
since 2010, Treasurer of ERRP  since 
October 2019 and Preacher, Bible study 
leader/facilitator, Visitation ministry and 
member of the Church Planting Team 
of Lord of Life Christian Fellowship. His 
wife, Nona Caballero, has been a high 
school teacher at Faith Academy since 
2004, is the Church Planting Ministry 
Coordinator, Adult & Children Sunday 
School teacher and BS Leader/facilitator 
at Lord of Life Christian Fellowship.

They have two grown up children, a 
daughter who is married already and 
living in the province and a son, a 
teacher, preacher and seminar speaker 
and still single.

They came to know the Lord through a 
door-to-door evangelism of short term 
missionaries from Overseas Mission 
Fellowship (OMF) in December 1989. 
They are the founding members of 
Lord of Life Christian Fellowship. Since 
then, the Lord prompted them to share 
the gospel to their families and friends. 
Nona’s family now are mostly serving 


