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Philippines Typhoon Rai/Odette
On 16 December 2021, Typhoon Odette (Rai) hit the Philippines and has devastated 
many provinces (Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao), in areas where Emmanuel 
International works. Rai was a Category 5 equivalent super typhoon with wind 
strength of around 200 kms/hour and gustiness of up to 270 kms/hr, and made 
landfalls nine times.

As Rai pounded the Philippines, heavy rainfall, strong and gusty winds impacted 
several areas around the storm’s path. Many areas across the Visayas and 
Mindanao lost electricity with several provinces and areas being deprived further of 
communication services. Downed trees obstructed many roadways, and fl ooding 
was a major problem across the aff ected regions, particularly Bohol, where the storm 
was described as “one of the worst for the province”. Rivers also overfl owed across 
Cagayan de Oro, while numerous buildings sustained damage.

A community in Sitio Sumilum, barangay Boa, Cagdianao, Dinagat island. Left 
was the original condition of the community. It is facing the Pacifi c Ocean and 
they experienced the storm surge. Photo on the right shows the devastation.

So far, 410 people have died, at least 1,266 are injured, and 80 people are missing. 
Rai has destroyed 85-90% of the houses that were in its path. Millions of people were 
devastated, left without food, water, shelter, electricity, and ways of communication.
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ERRP providing relief
Emmanuel Relief and Rehabilitation 
Philippines (ERRP) is part of a group of 
organisations who are reaching out to 
the victims of the typhoon.

EIUK, EIM (EI in the USA), EI Canada 
and International Office were able 
to send funds to the Philippines to 
enable relief efforts to begin. ERRP is 
working with Alliance of Bible Christian 
Communities of the Philippines 
(ABCCOP) to distribute relief goods 
to 5,000 families and to help 1,000 
families rebuild their houses. They have 
distributed rice, water, canned goods, 
instant noodles and flashlights, and 
distribution is still going on as financial 
help arrives. They also started giving 
out G.I. sheets (roofing materials) and 
plywood for the repair of the houses 
affected.

Tonton Caballero, ERRP Director, cannot 
visit the site right now due to cancellation 
of flights and  travel restrictions in 
the Philippines but he is working with 
ABCCOP to distribute funds for the relief 
effort.

Typhoon Relief Fund
We are raising more funds to 

further help the relief efforts in the 
Philippines.

You can give via direct bank transfer 
(Emmanuel International Ltd, Sort 
code 40-52-40, Account 00033722) 
please earmark Phil Relief, online 
(see www.eiuk.org.uk) or by sending 
a cheque to the office (address on 
front page).

You can also give in Canada on 
eicanada.org and in the USA on  

eim-us.org.



You can watch a video of the 
devastation caused by Typhoon Rai 
(Odette) and 
some of the 
relief eff orts 

already being 
undertaken on 
youtu.be/72q_

N4r5hrs or 
scan the QR 
code on your 
smartphone.

 Emmanuel International is not being 
mentioned by name, but you can see 
our logo as one of the organisations 

that are providing help and relief.

You will also recognise Noel Taban, 
long-time friend and assistant to 

ERRP.

Noel Taban helping with 
relief eff orts

Noel Taban is involved with the digging of 
deep wells, a project funded by Church 
Planting Ministries Inc. (CPMI). The wells 
were not part of the original proposal but 
Tonton voiced how much they would be 
needed, especially since water is being 
handed out in disposable plastic, much 
of which will fi nd its way into the ocean. 
It was something on Tonton’s heart that 
very much needed to be addressed. 
Unbeknownst to Tonton, Alex Pacis 
(previous ERRP Board chair) had raised 
$20,000.00 for this very purpose. An 
answer to prayers! Noel worked in the 
past with Alex on wells and is making 
sure the wells get put in.

Noel writes “As of this moment, we are 
digging deep wells for the typhoon-
devastated community in Dinagat Island 
(5), Cebu (5), Davao de Oro (3). Power 
has not yet been restored; only a few 
areas have electricity as most electric 
post are down. The request for deep 
wells are many but we depend on the 
funds available. Since power is down, 
pumping stations of local water utilities 
are not functioning. A 5 litre container 
of water, which cost 50 pesos before, 
now cost 300 pesos and is hard to fi nd. 
Our deep wells bring relief to the people 
for their bathing, laundry, cooking and 
drinking. At this stage we are providing 
shelter kits for people to rebuild their 
houses.”



Emmanuel International UK Conference & AGM
10am-4pm Saturday, 5 March 2022
ST JOHN’S CHURCH, SOUTHBOURNE, (NR CHICHESTER)

The date for the EIUK Conference and AGM 2022 is set!

We look forward to welcoming...

Paul and Helen Jones
Paul, our International 
Director, and his wife 
Helen will be joining 
us in person!

The Ewing Family
The Ewing family, 

currently working and 
living in Mwanza, 
Tanzania, will be 
joining us via zoom.

Catch up with the work of Emmanuel International 
worldwide!

The Annual General Meeting will be held on the day.

Anyone who is interested in Emmanuel International and the work we 
do is welcome to attend.

Richard and Pam McGowan
Richard, EI Canada 
Director, and his wife 
Pam, EI Canada 
Finance Director, 
will be joining us in 

person!

Cost £15 per person, to include lunch and tea/coff ee.

The Conference brochure and booking form is included 
with your Down to Earth. Please complete and return to 
the offi  ce to book your place!

The information is also available on 
our website on www.eiuk.org.uk/eiuk-

conference-and-agm-2022 or scan the QR 
code on your smartphone.

The Monger family
The Monger family 
returned from 
Tanzania in 2020, 
in the midst of the 
pandemic. We are 

looking forward to hear 
from them in person too.


