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Church Planting School in Mwanza
APRIL 2022

Joel Newby, Country 
Representative of EI 

Tanzania (EITZ), writes to 
tell us of the progress of the 
Church Planting School in 

Mwanza, Tanzania.

Emmanuel International Tanzania (EITZ) 
partners with the Tanzania Assemblies 
of God (TAG) in the Mwanza region 
of the country. The TAG has had 
aggressive plans to plant churches 
over the last decade and into the future. 
Tanzania is a fast-growing country; in 
fact, the largest city in the country, Dar 
es Salaam, is said to be the fastest 
growing city in all of Africa. According to 

The Tanzania Assemblies of God plans to plant 30,000 new churches 
by 2033!

UN statistics, by the year 2080 Tanzania 
will be the 10th largest county in the 
world.

The TAG wants to expand the gospel 
so that, as the country grows, it grows 
with Christianity. The TAG’s fi rst 
strategic plan (2010-2020) was to plant 
10,000 churches across the county. 
They succeeded by planting over 
9000 churches. In the current strategic 
plan (2020-2033) the TAG plans to 
plant 30,000 new churches. From the 
outside this seems outlandish, but with 
the massive population growth and 
extensive rural areas, churches are 



truly needed. In order to implement the 
strategic plan to plant 30,000 churches, 
there are many sub-strategies to 
help reach the goals, one being the 
implementation of church planting 
schools. The TAG hopes to have 70 
church planting schools across the 
county. Currently there are about 30 
that have been completely built. Due 
to the education system and the lost 
opportunities for schooling, many able 
and willing pastors are not ready to 
attend 1 of the 5 TAG universities. The 
idea of a church planting school is to 
offer pastors a certificate-level education 
first, plant a church, and continue into 
further studies later.

Each church planing school typically has 
5 buildings: a classroom, a multipurpose 
hall, a men’s and a women’s dormitory 
and a principal’s house. EITZ, through 
funding from Emmanuel International 
Canada, has been able to build 2 of 
the 5 buildings for the West Mwanza 
church planting school in Sergerema: 
the multipurpose hall and the men’s 
dormitory. It will serve as ample space 
for the church to conduct their church 
planting school schedule. The church 
is responsible for the other buildings, 
though EITZ will be able to help with 
the women’s dormitory when the time 
comes.

The TAG vision compliments the EITZ 
office’s vision of training pastors about 
holistic mission and income generating 
projects. EITZ has always focused on 
bringing projects to the poorest of the 
poor in the Mwanza region, but this has 
recently brought us a challenge. Many 
of the churches in poor rural villages 
are led by pastors who are not even 
economically set themselves. Yet it is 
hoped that these pastors will take over 



Joel shared an update about the church 
planting school in a video on the EITZ 
YouTube channel.

You can watch 
it on youtu.be/

p3HQRfuVzeY or 
scan the  
QR code

and run projects initiated by the TAG and 
EITZ.

One of the village pastors in the 
Integrated Environmental Renewal 
project (IERP) recently shared the 
challenges he’s facing. Not only is he 
struggling to make ends meet by fishing 
illegally, but he also doesn’t have a home 
or property. Currently, he’s living at a 
friend’s house and sharing a bedroom 
with his wife and 5 children. Needless 
to say, this poses a great threat to the 
witness of the church in the community, 
but also presents a real challenge as he 
will perceivably be overseeing the IERP 
project in the future, a project that is 
worth more than £150 000!

EI Mwanza has projects in approximately 
30 different churches and communities. 
Not all of these pastors are doing illegal 
business or dying of hunger, but the 
majority are struggling to support their 
families and pastoring in thatched roofed 
churches.

EITZ will train 20 pastors twice a year for 
4 weeks at the church planting school 
in ways to strengthen their own financial 
position. We are currently in discussions 
with a church in the USA to help fund 
this portion of the project. If funding is 
granted we hope to have our first training 
later this year..



Sue celebrates 35+2 years with Emmanuel International!
Sue Fallon, General Manager of EIUK, has worked with EI for 37 years this year. She 
was planning to celebrate the 35th milestone in 2020 but her plans were derailed by 

COVID.

Sue had the opportunity to celebrate in Canada with a number of people. There were 
people there who have known Sue from 1985, spanning her whole time with EI in 
Jamaica, Canada and the UK. It was good to meet in person some people for the first 
time, having only met them via Zoom in recent years.

Sue with Mark Middleton - from the 
very beginning of her time with EI

Thankful for the prayers of the family

How many more years?

A great chance to catch up

What’s a party without cake?

Spoilt with gifts

“It was an afternoon of fun where people 
were able to drop in when it suited them. 

It was great to see everyone.” Sue


