
Forum House, Stirling Road, Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 7DN Phone: 01243 931094
Registered Charity No 289036 www.eiuk.org.uk info@eiuk.org.uk

APRIL 2023
Update on our work in the Philippines

Ruth Copsey, missionary to EI in the 
Philippines, writes to tell us about God’s 

faithfulness during her recent trip.

My entire Asian trip was a lesson on 
trusting God and waiting patiently for 
Him!  Here are the highlights of this trip!

March 13: We had an amazing training 
with Vietnamese pastors and teachers 
for the use of our children’s discipleship 
materials. A big thanks to Paul Bertrand 
for inviting me to facilitate the training. 
A group of Filipino pastors and English 
teachers also joined us that day. With 
the help of our gifted interpreters, the 
whole day was blessed beyond our 
expectations. Hundreds of books were 
distributed. Imagine the number of 
children who will be introduced to Jesus 
because of this training! We are deeply 
humbled and grateful for this opportunity 
to minister.

From Vietnam we joined other TMC 
(The Mailbox Club) volunteers from 
Asia for a week-long conference in Bali, 
Indonesia, March 13-17. It was a special 
time of seeing old friends and meeting 
new ones as we learn from each other’s 
experiences on how to effectively reach 
more children for the Lord! We also had 
a chance to teach children from a nearby 
school coming from mostly a Hindu 
background. Their teacher, teary-eyed 
approached us and said, “What joy it is 
for me to see my students receive Christ 
as their Saviour!” God is truly good!

March 23: Jail ministry I had a rare 
opportunity of witnessing inmates 
eagerly listening and interacting with 
Pastor Jean as she taught them Lesson 
3 from the Explorers club booklet. The 
Lord has allowed us to open Bible 
studies with inmates in two jail wards in  With Paul Bertrand and group
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Davao city and our partner has chosen 
to use this children’s booklet because it 
is very simple, easy to understand and 
in their heart language! I shared with 
the inmates a short message about 
being inside the prison walls yet truly 
FREE because ‘the Son has set them 
free’. I reminded them that the Lord has 
not forgotten but loves each of them no 
matter what they have done in the past.  
Listening to several inmates pray was 
special and precious. It really sounded 
like a deacon or a pastor praying as they 
were heartfelt and biblically sound! And 
how can we forget the words and smiles 
from grateful men and women as we 
distributed simple snacks and hygiene 
kits - thanks to the generosity of Ben and 
Renee Dekker! 

March 29: Thanks to EI family who 
raised funds for first aid kits. We were 
able to have a short refresher course in 
Baroyon with a group of mothers who 
graduated from our Primary Health Care 
class years ago. Here are some of their 
testimonies: Joebe and Shella narrated 
how they helped someone from the 
village who fell from a mango tree and 
how together they made a splint, and 
brought him to the hospital, and how the 
doctor was impressed with their first aid!

Naisa proudly testified that when all 
around her everyone panicked as her 
child turned blue from choking, she 
prayed and remembered what we taught 

her and successfully performed the 
Heimlich maneuver.

Marilyn no longer goes to the clinic but 
makes her own Oral Rehydration Drink 
for her children with diarrhea. She also 
makes cough syrups and liniments not 
only for her family but for others, too.

And guess what? We also got to eat 
the fruits from the trees Emmanuel 
International gave them years ago as 
part of our reforestation project and 
vegetables from their FAITH (Food 
Always in the Home) gardens! I had my 
fill of durian, marang, coconuts, and all 
the fresh vegetables from their harvest.  
All the pastors came, too and joined us 
for lunch and made a video greeting for 
Ken!

With pride and thanksgiving, they also 
showed me the new water reservoir the 
community built  with water coming from 
EI’s water system… the gift that kept on 
giving!

As I predicted, it rained that day - actually 
it poured like crazy! And as much as I 
don’t have anything to do with it, people 
thanked me for the blessing of rain! They 
had weeks of hot and dry weather and 
been praying for rain. For those who 
follow our story, a child named Jabis 
noticed that ‘each time the Copseys 
come to Baroyon, it rains!’ And for him, 
that was NOT a good thing but for the old 
people, it was always a blessing!



With muddy feet and damp clothes, we 
drove up to Midsayap where we met for 
dinner with some of the MBBs (Muslim 
Background Believers) most of whom 
Ken and I had the privilege of baptizing 
a year ago. They were also products 
of our scholarship program. All studied 
diligently and are now professionals with 
steady jobs and have a very strong faith 
in Isa al Masih (Jesus in Islam).

April 3: Now this was one for the books!  
We were not very hopeful for a good 
turn-out for this teachers’ training as 
it was held on a Monday. Weekends 
usually draw more people to our training.  
But God surprised us once again. Oh, us 
of little faith. 192 pastors, church workers 
and teachers from over 80 churches in 
and around Davao Oriental came and 
what a blessed time we had. It was a bit 
of a challenge having such a crowd and 
only 2 of us facilitating but God gave us 
the strength we needed to finish the task.  
Since we did not bring enough books for 
all the churches, we left with a promise 
to send all that they need as soon as we 
can. Isn’t God so amazing?

Continue to pray for all the open doors 
we now have to share the Good News 
of salvation, not only to children but to 
the fathers and mothers in the different 
tribes, the inmates in prison, the juvenile 
delinquents in detention centers, ethnic 
backgrounds, boys and girls in house 
churches and in practically any corner 
where the Lord is leading us to go. 

We need prayers! I have so much more 
to share about all the great things that 
happened in my month of ministry in 
Asia but not everything was amazing and 
incredible. In fact, I felt like I was being 
attacked even from the very start of my 
journey. There were delayed flights, 

threat of missing my connections, an 
offloading (a deferred departure, when 
an immigration officer says you cannot 
go out of the country), feelings of being 
alone and abandoned, a misplaced cell 
phone, less than ideal accommodations, 
financial struggles, a heat wave and 
more. But I am back in the comfort of our 
home with my husband who claimed to 
have made himself and so many others 
more prayerful during my time away and 
basking in the miracles only God could 
orchestrate. Thanks to all who prayed me 
home!

Projects in the Philippines
Tonton and Nona Caballero recently gave 

feedback on the progress in the work 
they are overseeing in the Philippines.

Fishing boats: After people in the 
Palawan area lost their livelihoods in 
Typhoon Odette, we have been able 
to provide fishing boats to support 
10 families. Pastor Ricky de la Cruz 
is in charge of the large boat that is 
supporting 7 families. We also provided 3 
small boats to individual families.

The church used the boats to reach 
out to the Batac tribe who live in the 
mountainous area and are hard to reach. 

 Small fishing boat



The tribe is one of 6 different tribes in the 
area. They do not come downland and 
mistrust outside people. The church was 
able to start 2 new churches amongst 
the Batac. Please pray for them as they 
reach out the to the unreached tribes.

Water Refilling Station: Bongabong, 
in the province of Nueva Ecija, is always 
flooded so that people in the area have 
no access to clean drinking. Their 
nearest drinking water source is 30 mins 
to an hour away from the area, and the 
community in Bongabon is huge. We 
worked with Pastor Tata Sebios to put up 
a water refilling station for drinking water 
only. Young people from the church 
deliver the water to households, earning 
5 pesos (7p) for each delivery. It is not a 
lot of money per delivery but one student 
can deliver 100 containers per day, 
earning 500 pesos and that is a lot for 
them! It is a big help for them in savinig 
towards their education and it keeps 
them busy. There are 36 young people 
who rotate in manning the water refilling 
station. Pastor gives them a rotating 
schedule so that everyone can have 
income from the refilling station. Theu 
young people aslo reach non-believers 
by sharing their testimony to the people 
they deliver to. It has increased the 
number of believers in the church!

 Pastor Tata at the refilling station

Carabao/Goat Raising: The Carabao/
Goat Raising project in Quezon 
Pitgogo, Quezon is a project that 
has been ongoing before Tonton and 
Nona became the ERRP Country 
Representatives. They are visiting Pastor 
Lito Silang, the pastor responsible for 
this project to meet him and get an 
update on this project, which helps the 
needy members of the church. Goats are 
raised and sold to provide and income 
for their families. They carabao, water 
buffalo, are raised to help the farmers 
in the community till their farmland for a 
minimal fee.

EIUK is turning  
40 in 2024!

Please make a note of the date of our 
40th anniversary: Saturday 2 March 
2024. The venue will be determined 
and details will be distributed in our 
publications and social media.

We are hoping that we can get together 
as many supporters and alumni as we 
can!

We have so many stories to share 
about the work of EIUK over the last 4 
decades!


