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The MacLean’s work in Malawi

Scott and Lorilee MacLean worked with El in Malawi from 1997 to
2009, raising their family there. After almost 10 years back in
) Canada, it seemed clear that the Lord was leading them back to
' Malawi. They returned in 2019 and have been living and working in
Chisomo since then. They live in the village and share in life there.

s

hisomo

Students of the Romans class at C

Chisomo Theological and
Vocational Training School

We teach Romans, Hebrews and
Systematic Theology (Dogmatics) here
at Chisomo Theological and Vocational
Training School. Students come for one
year to learn about the Bible, to deepen
their faith and understanding of the
Gospel, and to learn carpentry,
handcrafts and foundations for farming.

It has been a very busy season at the
school. We have gone through a
leadership transition, but we are working
together to lead and care for a large
class of 31 students. The range of
academic ability is significant, which
creates a challenge for us as teachers.
For example, two women are illiterate, so
we offer the chance for them to learn to
read and write. Lorilee is currently the
Academic Dean, and among many other
things, Scott is also the ambulance



driver. It is a privilege to help church
leaders grow in their faith and
understanding of the Scriptures. Some
come to know Christ for the first time
even though they have been going to
church since they were young. Our
prayer is that students will be
transformed by the work of the Holy
Spirit, and they will be conduits for life-
giving change wherever God takes them
after graduation.

The Reading Club

We live in an area of Malawi where
people speak Chiyao. When children go
to school, they must learn to read and
write both the national language,
Chichewa, and English. What a daunting
task! Often children drop out of school by
Standard 5 because they haven'’t learned
either language well enough and are lost
in class. The Reading Club started
several years ago when two Standard 3
boys, Chimwemwe and Gerald*, came to
our door. | had just posted a sign outside

saying that | didn’t need any more
tomatoes, so | asked the boys to read it
to me. They couldn’t decipher a word. As
a teacher, | asked myself if | was just
going to let that go because, after all, it's
a common problem and how could |
possibly make a difference. | couldn't, in
good conscience, not try to do
something!

This year we have 35 kids from grades
2-7 coming five days a week for extra
tutoring in Maths, Chichewa and English.
We hold the children to a high standard
of attendance at both their local school
and our Reading Club. A few kids have
had to discontinue their lessons due to
too many absences. They can try again
in the new term.

It's a joy and a challenge. Out of 17
children that came to us this year who
couldn’t read and write, 14 are now
reading fluently with one little boy
excelling well beyond grade level. His
father has told us that he finds his son
reading the Bible on their front porch!!!
What about Chimwemwe & Gerald?
Sady, due to family circumstances,
Gerald has dropped out of school.
Chimwemwe is now in Standard 7 and
dreams of being the first boy in his
village to successfully finish Form 4
(Grade 12). The purpose of the Reading
Club is to help realize this dream!




Salimo 100 Project

This project is fondly known as the choir
project. We have produced a devotional
based on songs sung by choirs in our
partner church. In October 2024 we held
our first worship conference which was
followed by a nation-wide choir
competition in December 2025. Of the
choirs that entered the competition,
sixteen choirs were chosen to compete
in the semi-finals and finals in August
2026. We challenge the choirs to write
their own songs based on a Psalm and a
theme given for the competition. It is a
joy to give young people an
opportunity to "serve the Lord with
gladness... and... come before him
with joyful songs." (Psalm 100:2)

Our main goal is to encourage the
young people in our church to grow
in Christ by giving them an outlet to
do what they love. One of the
surprising outcomes shared by the
Bishop of our partner church is the
life bubbling in our congregations as
a result. We are seeing it ourselves
in our local congregation at Kwa Mbere.

If you want to
see the choirs
in action, we
have a TikTok
channel that
now has 4000
followers!
Scan the QR
code to see
the videos, or search for Salimo 100
Project on TikTok or YouTube. Our deep
thanks also go to Stefan Mueller of
Liebenzell Mission and his team who
help make these videos happen.




Farmer to Farmer project

With the help of Canadian farmers, we
have partnered with 10 local farmers
from the villages around us to improve
farming techniques, soil care, and crop
production. In the first year, each farmer
received the implements needed to farm
half an acre of land and went on field
trips to see how newer farming
techniques are practiced. Each farmer
gave back 65 kg of maize from that first
harvest which was sold to offset the
costs for purchasing seed for this second
farming season which just finished. In
the first year of planting, the farmers did
what they always do. We wanted to have
a baseline for what the old methods
generally produce after harvesting and
what the new methods produce.

During this second year, the farmers
continued to work with this same half
acre, using it as an experimental plot for
implementing the new practices they
learned. No fields were burnt in
preparation for planting; no ridges were
dug; manure was applied using proper
measurements and a “blanket” was lain
on the field using the dry maize stalks
from last year. The difference was truly
amazing. Last year the farmers
harvested an average of 8 bags per half
acre. This year an average of 14 bags
per half acre. The difference is

astounding. Now we look to this coming
season where there will be more in-
depth training, and we will expand the
plot to % acre. To God be the glory.

Our goal is to demonstrate that farming
is a noble vocation, to expose committed
farmers to new practices, and to build
bridges with our neighbours of other
faiths so they see the Gospel in action.

Mission Mobilization Training

A big part of what we are privileged to be
part of is the focus on training Malawian
leaders for mission engagement in the
lesser-reached areas around them. The
Evangelical Baptist Bible College in
Liwonde is being re-purposed to become
a mission-training centre. Patrick
Nabwera, an experienced Kenyan
missionary, was recently here for a week
to cast vision and share strategy for
mission within the African context using
approaches relevant to the African

reality. We are excited for how the
curriculum continues to take shape as
we hope to begin the intake of our first
students in 2027. Besides missiological
studies, students will learn
entrepreneurial skills and how to create
strategies for reaching people in difficult-
to-reach areas. We are currently waiting
upon the Lord for the provision of funds
to start this program. Will you pray with
us?



